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School-based enterprises are 
popping up throughout the lower 
Hudson Valley.  The enterprises are 
actually student-driven businesses 
that provide young people with hands-
on work experiences exposing them to 
a wide range of employment skills.   

Although school-based enterprises 
have been around for years, they have 
gained momentum recently due, in 
large part, to the creation of the New 
York State Career Development and 
Occupational Studies (CDOS) 
Commencement Credential.  The 
purpose of the credential is to provide 
high school students with career 
exploration activities as well as with 
actual work experiences, helping them 
to be better prepared for the job 
market.  Last year the New York State 
Regents approved the credential as a 
Multiple Pathway option.  Eligible 
students may now substitute the 
credential for one of the Regents 
social studies exams. 

There are several requirements 
that must be met to earn the 
credential.  Perhaps the most 
challenging – students must accrue at 
least 216 hours of work-based learning 
experiences.  Some of these hours 
may be met through participation in 
career and technical education (CTE) 
programs, but not all. The credential is 
also available to students who are not 
enrolled in CTE programs.  In either 

case, individuals must participate in 
work-readiness activities. Participation 
in a school-based enterprise is listed 
among the approved activities.   

Some districts have a long history 
of student-operated businesses such as 
school stores, food concessions at 
sporting events, and coffee cafes for 
teachers.  More recently, other 
enterprises are emerging.  As part of 
the start-up process, students help 
determine what products to create as 
well as which services to provide.  As a 
result, young entrepreneurs across our 
region are now learning about 
marketing, product forecasting, 
purchasing and selling.   

Just as important, according to 
(cont’d on pg. 3) 
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Taking Care of Business: 
Students are Large and in Charge 

By Kit Casey, RSE-TASC Transition Specialist 
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School-Wide Behavior Systems 
May 
 PBIS Booster: Faculty & Staff 

Commitment, 5/18 
 Team Implementation Guidance for 

Social & Behavioral Supports, 5/23 
 Teaching Social Skills to 

Preschoolers, 5/24 
June 
 Preschool Functional Behavior 

Assessments—Behavior 
Intervention Plans Follow-Up, 6/1 

 PBIS End-of-Year Celebration, 6/7 
 

Individualized Education 
Planning and the CSE Process 

May 
 IEP Institute 2: Developing Quality 

IEP Goals (2-Day), 5/1 & 5/8 
 Student Directed IEPs (INVITATION 

ONLY), 5/12 
 New CPSE Chairperson Training, 

5/16 
 CSE Part 2: Next Steps, 5/31 
June 
 IEPs for ELLs, 6/6 
 

Leadership 
May 
 Preschool PBIS Overview for 

Administrators, 5/3 *WAIT LIST* 
 PBIS Forum for Administrators, 

5/10 
June 
 PBIS Overview for Principals and 

other Administrators, 6/13 
 Preschool PBIS Overview for 

Administrators, 6/21 

Come Learn with us at our upcoming Regional Trainings! 

School-Wide Transition Systems 
May 
 Job Coaching—Preparing Students 

for Employment, 5/2 (Morning 
session) 

 Job Developing—Preparing 
Students for Employment, 5/2 
(Afternoon Session) 

 School-Based Enterprises (2-Day), 
5/4 & 6/15 

 Diploma and Credential Options 
for Students with IEPs, 5/8 

 The Forum: Adult Agencies that 
Serve Individuals with Multiple 
Disabilities, 5/9 

 Putnam County Transition 
Consortium, 5/11 

 Quality IEPs and Indicator 13:  
Transition Planning, 5/16 

 CAN*DO (CDOS Association of 
Networking Districts and 
Organizations) Consortium, 5/19 

 Introduction to Assessing the 
Transitioning Student, 5/24 

June 
 Putnam County Transition 

Consortium: Career Training 
Programs for Youth, 6/8 

 Transition Specialist Network, 6/9 

Community Trainings  
From PNW BOCES, 
www.pnwboces.org/catalog 
 Enhancing and Understanding 

of Students with Disabilities in a 
Standards-Based Classroom, 
5/17 

 DBT in School Information 
Session, 5/18 

 Assistive Technology Forum, 
5/18 

 

From Rockland BOCES, 
www.rocklandboces.org  
 Transition to Rockland Community College for 

Students with an IEP or 504 Plan, 5/3  
 Mindsets in the Classroom, 5/9 
 

From SW BOCES, www.swboces.org 
 Investigating Student Writing Grades K-1, 5/10 
 Giving Feedback: Engaging Students & 

Teachers in Meaningful Conversations About 
Learning, 5/11 

From Westchester 
Institute for Human 
Development, (WIHD) 
www.wihd.org 
 CPSE/CSE Parent Member 

Training, 5/5  
 Early Identification of 

Autism  Spectrum Disorder 
in Young Children,  5/16 OR 
5/23 

 

View our 

Training  

Calendar  

and Register 

at  

rsetasc.pnwboces.org/

events/ 

SUMMER 2017 
 

The RSE-TASC is pleased to 

announce that we will be 

offering the following 

workshops during the 

upcoming summer months. 
 

 New CPSE/CSE 

Chairperson Training (3-

Day), 7/5, 7/6 & 7/14 

 Westchester Road Trip  - 

Transition Services and 

Programs, 7/13 

 Surf & Turf: PBIS and ELLs, 

7/17 

 Middle School Special 

Educators: Transition 

Planning and Beyond, 7/20 

 Exploring CareerZone, 

7/21 

 Preschool PBIS Team 

Training (3-Day) *BY 

INVITATION ONLY*, 7/24, 

7/25 & 10/6 

 Language Acquisition vs. 

Learning Disability, 7/25 

 Specially Designed 

Instruction: Turning 

Research Into Practice (2-

Day), 7/26 & 7/27 

 Language Acquisition vs. 

Learning Disability, 8/1 

Instructional Practices 
May 
 Improving the Sentence, 5/17 

*WAIT LIST* 

http://www.pnwboces.org/catalog
http://www.rocklandboces.org/instructional-services-professional-development/
http://pd.swboces.org
http://www.wihd.org/events/category/wihd/
http://rsetasc.pnwboces.org/events/
http://rsetasc.pnwboces.org/events/
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Yonkers Riverside High School teacher 
Kim Longville, are the opportunities 
for students to connect with each 
other and with the community as 
well.  Ms. Longville, along with 
Principal Don Solimene and others, 
helped students begin a plant-growing 
business last year.  What started as 
seeds planted in paper cups has now 
blossomed into a project which 
features an indoor greenhouse 
constructed out of recycled soda 
bottles and donated wooden pallets. 
The plants – herbs, vegetables and 
fruits – will be sold soon.  Students 
are not only learning how to maintain 
a garden and run a business, 
according to Ms. Longville, but they 
are also learning about recycling and 
the importance of making healthy 
food choices. 

An important decision in running 
a successful school-based enterprise 
is what to do with the profits.  The 

Are you thinking about developing a school-based enterprise in your district?  Start-up costs are an 

important consideration, but profitable businesses can start with little or no initial funding, particularly if 

recycled products are used.  To learn more about indoor gardens, such as the one developed by the 

students at Yonkers Riverside High School, check out: http://balconygardenweb.com/plastic-bottle-vertical-

garden-soda-bottle-garden/ 

Grant funding may be available through home improvement stores, such as Lowes and Home Depot.  Both 

offer grants of up to $5,000.   

Lowe’s Toolbox for Education grants focus on fulfilling 

the unique interests and needs of the school and 

surrounding community.  To learn more about 

project ideas and application information, go to: 

http://toolboxforeducation.com 

Home Depot’s Community Impact grants focus on 

supporting and refurbishing existing structures.  

To learn more, go to: https://

corporate.homedepot.com/grants/community-

impact-grants 

students at Hawthorne Country Day 
came up with an innovative idea that 
allows them to invest profits from one 
project in another potentially profit-
yielding enterprise – vending 
machines.  The vision was just the first 
step, according to Kim Arruda, the 
school’s Community Integration, 
Vocational and Transition Coordinator. 
What followed was a solid business 
plan developed by the students which 
included research as well as cost 
benefits.  Armed with their proposal, 
students dressed in business attire to 
meet with the higher-ups who would 
ultimately have the authority to 
approve the plan.  The pitch met with 
a unanimous thumbs up and the 
students will soon have their 
machines.   

Creativity drives the school-based 
enterprise featured at Carmel High 
School.  Notecards, designed by 
students, are packaged and distributed 
to staff and others affiliated with the 

school.  The cards have become so 
popular, more varieties are being 
offered.  The cards are not actually 
sold, however some individuals have 
elected to make donations.  These 
contributions help underwrite 
production expenses. There are 
many benefits to the notecard 
business.  It allows students to 
showcase their artistic talents and it 
also creates opportunities for 
students and staff to come together 
in ways that did not exist before the 
products were developed and 
marketed. 

So tap into yours and your 
students’ entrepreneurial  genius 
and help them turn their ideas into 
reality.  Watch for the  School-Based 
Enterprises  workshop series offered 
by the RSE-TASC (next one begins on 
May 4th — see page 2).  We would 
love to feature your enterprise in a 
future newsletter! 

(cont. from pg. 1) 

http://balconygardenweb.com/plastic-bottle-vertical-garden-soda-bottle-garden/
http://balconygardenweb.com/plastic-bottle-vertical-garden-soda-bottle-garden/
http://toolboxforeducation.com
https://corporate.homedepot.com/grants/community-impact-grants
https://corporate.homedepot.com/grants/community-impact-grants
https://corporate.homedepot.com/grants/community-impact-grants
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Regional Trainers: 
John Boniello, Bilingual Special Education Specialist 
Kit Casey, Transition Specialist 
Sara Fienup, Behavior Specialist 
Dale Langley, Behavior Specialist 
Erin Leskovic, Preschool Behavior Specialist 
Laurie Levine, Regional Special Education Specialist 
Ann Narcisse, Regional Special Education Specialist 
Stephanie Wozniak, Transition Specialist 

Special Education School Improvement Specialists 
(SESIS): 
Randy Ascher, Yonkers City Schools 
Andrew J. Ecker, Putnam Northern Westchester 
Fran Fernandez, Special Act and Approved Private Schools 
Denise Jaffe, Southern Westchester 
Nicole Scariano, Rockland 
David Luhman, Southern 
Westchester 
John McCabe, Special Act and 
Approved Private Schools 
Martha Trujillo-Torp, Yonkers 
City Schools 

RSE-TASC Staff—914-248-2289, rsetasc@pnwboces.org, www.pnwboces.org/rse-tasc 

This month our Bright Spot comes from teachers in Irvington, 
Tuckahoe, Nyack and Greenburgh/North Castle. It provides a few 
more examples of Specially Designed Instructional (SDI) strategies 
teachers are implementing to improve their students’ outcomes. 
 

What were students able to achieve as a result of specially 
designed instructional practices?      

 Kesha Carra at Greenburgh/North Castle reports that every 
student in her 8:1:1 class improved time-on-task and focus and 
attention in lessons. 
 Barbara Schoeller from Irvington reported that all students in 
her class are able to accurately state lesson objectives in their own 
words. 

 Ms. Serra in Tuckahoe shared that 80% of students in her class 
were able to explain how to solve multiple probability problems 

with 100% accuracy after one lesson. 
 Kenneth Schoeller from Nyack High School reported that 90% of his students solved exponential 

equations after one lesson, and every student he called on was able to correctly explain the work. 

What practices or systems made this possible? 

 Ms. Carra taught her students a simple visual cue, a hand signal, that she would use when she needed 
their attention or for them to focus.   Students responded and used the signal themselves. 

 Ms. Schoeller taught her students how to “Track-With-Me”, and used the strategy to engage students 
in choral reading of lesson objectives at the start of each lesson. 

 Ms. Serra taught students a process, “A-B Partners”, through which students practiced explaining 
their work to each other. 

 Mr. Schoeller provided explicit feedback by echoing student responses and taught students a Think-
Pair-Share strategy that increased their opportunities to practice new concepts to mastery. 

What can we learn from this Bright Spot?    

 Students become more focused, productive and independent in their learning when consistent 
processes and cues are taught, practiced and used consistently in classrooms. 
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